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HEP CAMP Reclaims $52 Million in Funding for Programs Across the Country

The National HEP CAMP Association is proud to announce the continuation of our
programs this academic year! In August, our Association filed a lawsuit to compel the U.S.
Department of Education to release $52 million it was withholding in federal grant funds
to our programs. The Association did not wish to engage in litigation. However, we felt
it was necessary to advocate for the release of Congressionally appropriated funds to
support students from agricultural families across the country. Without the litigation and
the release of the $52 million, all HEP CAMP programs were facing an existential threat.
We are pleased to report the following outcomes:

Litigation Outcomes

e The U.S. Department of Education released $52 million, the full amount
appropriated by Congress for FY2025, to 73 existing HEP CAMP grantees

e Of the 73 programs receiving funding, just over 30 of them received front-
loaded funds for FY26-27. Some also received front-loaded funds for FY27-
28.

e Front-loaded funding means that a program received funding for the current
budget period and the following budget period, although the program
cannot use the front-loaded funds until the following budget period starts.

The lawsuit was successful in that HEP CAMP will continue this year with full disbursement
of FY2025 funds that will go to 73 federally funded programs. With the funding restored,
programs are hiring staff and inviting students back into their programs. But the result is
bittersweet because not all HEP CAMP programs will remain funded. The reality is our
Association has been reshaped from 116 to 73 programs providing educational services
to students. We are saddened that 43 programs did not receive federal funding, including
programs that had applied for new awards (5-year cycle). As a result, 2,403 fewer students
will be served this year. Our Association applauds those programs for their many years
of dedicated service to students, and we hope they can obtain grants in the future and
rejoin the National HEP CAMP Association.
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